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From the Rabbi's Desk
Once each decade all the “fall holidays,” from 
Rosh Hashanah to Simchat Torah, take place 
within the month of September. When this hap-
pens, as it does this year, it feels like the holi-
days come so early. This is especially true for 
families whose children may be starting school 
on the first or second day of Rosh Hashanah, as 
it will for some this year. All it takes is a change 
of perspective, a shift from Gregorian to the 
Hebrew/Jewish calendar, to realize the holidays 
are the same time every year: they all fall in 
the month of Tishrei. Still, that factoid may be 
of little comfort for those caught off guard by 
singing Avinu Malkeinu on Labor Day. Not to 
worry: a number of silver linings can be found 
in this year’s calendar, one of which I am most 
excited for.

What are the benefits of frontloading the fall 
holidays in September? For one, maybe you 
like to “get the holidays out of the way” so you 
can get back into a routine after the summer 
months. Even those of us whose lives are not 
somehow regulated by the academic year will 
have to admit that summer vacation schedules 
-- ours, our families’, or our co-workers’ -- have 
a tendency to throw us all off our game just a 
little bit. There is comfort in knowing that we’ll 
soon return to a routine that won’t be inter-
rupted again until Thanksgiving. Additionally, 
people who suffer from prayer-phobia, a treat-
able malady, to be sure, may find relief in get-

ting all that God talk behind them so they can 
finally focus on less ethereal matters.

What I like best about this year’s calendar, 
though, is that once we’re done dancing with 
the Torah scrolls on Simchat Torah, we enter 
peak foliage season! As a rabbi, I am usually 
so busy with my preparations for the High 
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September/October
Sept. 1 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Sept. 3 Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Sept. 4 Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Sept. 6 Erev Rosh HaShanah Service 7:00 PM
Sept. 7 Rosh HaShanah Service Day 1 9:00 AM
Sept. 8 Rosh HaShanah Service Day 2 9:00 AM
Sept. 10  Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Sept. 11  Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM
Sept. 15  Kol Nidre Service 6:30 PM
Sept. 16 Yom Kippur Services begin 9:00 AM
Sept. 17  Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Sept. 18  Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Sept. 24  Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Sept. 25  Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Sept. 30  Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Oct. 1 Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Oct. 2 Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Oct. 8 Erev Shabbat Service/Shoshana  7:00 PM 

Davidovits Bat Mitzvah
Oct. 9 Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 

Shoshana Davidovits Bat Mitzvah
Oct. 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Oct.15 Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Oct.16 Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Oct. 20 CAA Book Club 7:00 PM
Oct. 21 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Oct. 22 Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Oct. 23 Torah Study with Rabbi Dan 9:30 AM
Oct. 29 Erev Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Oct. 30 Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 

Noah Davern Bar Mitzvah

(continued on page 2)

The

UPCOMING EVENTS
High Holy Days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Shoshana Davidovits' Bat Mitzvah . . . 7 
CAA Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Noah Davern's Bar Mitzvah . . . . . . . . . 8
See inside for details.
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Holidays, Sukkot, Shemini 
Atzeret and Simchat Torah 
that I neglect the importance 
of communing with nature. 
That’s a shame when God 
puts on an especially brilliant 
show of color for all to see. 
This year, I’m so excited to 
take in the show that I’ll prob-
ably devote some time during 
the holidays praying that it’s a 
good one!

Having peak foliage come on the heels of the 
fall holiday has a benefit beyond convenience 
and pleasure as well: it sets us up for two 
very different spiritual experiences, two dif-
ferent ways of connecting with the Divine. 
Throughout September, some of us will spend 
weeks attending services and engaging in the 
various rituals associated with all the holidays. 
The benefits of all that work -- and, yes, it is 
work -- is that we will have dedicated time to 
look within, to examine who we are and where 
we are going, to consider the state of the uni-
verse and our place within it, and to reach out 
to that which is transcendent for strength and 
peace. That, in and of itself, makes for a power-
ful spiritual experience.

Now, consider how it feels to witness the 
unfolding of nature’s beauty. The word “awe” 
comes to mind. The High Holiday season is 
called “Yamim Noraim” or “Days of Awe,” a 
suggestion, perhaps, that we are to stand before 
God with an element of fear and trembling 
as we imagine ourselves being judged for our 
ways. Those Days of Awe are filled with lots of 
words that we recite sometimes silently, some-
times aloud. Coincidentally, we could very well 
call foliage season “Days of Awe,” too. Except 
this time it’s an awe of wonder and gratitude. 
This time we express ourselves with no words 
at all -- just a drop of the jaw, a feeling of small-
ness, and an inner swelling of gratitude that 
comes from breathing in God’s grace.

What a blessing it will be for my family and me 
to spend both sets of “Days of Awe” with our 
CAA family! We hope that many of you will 
don your face coverings and appear in the sanc-
tuary and in the Sukkah in person, particularly 
those of you we haven’t yet met face-to-face. 
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Then, come October, let’s find time to walk 
together in the woods or climb a mountain. 
Either way, I pray that we will all be changed 
for the better as we stand in awe before that 
which is greater than ourselves.

L’shana tova tikateivu v’tichateimu -- Happy New 
Year! May you be inscribed and sealed in the 
Book of Life,

Rabbi Dan

A Letter from the President
The summer is still in full swing, and the High 
Holiday Committee is hard at work! Thanks 
again to Risa Keene, Vivian Prunier, and all 
members of the Religious Practices Committee: 
Roye Ginsberg, Selena Katz, Sarah Vogel, 
Lainee Ginsburg, and Jerold Kaufman. 

The Opening Committee has been in full 
debate mode, considering our options to keep 
people who are working, praying, and visit-
ing our synagogue healthy and safe. As of the 
writing of this letter, plans and contingency 
plans are being made for all aspects of the use 
of the building, including observing the High 
Holidays and the re-opening of our Religious 
School. Please keep informed of the latest devel-
opments by reading the weekly email we send 
out on Thursdays.

A lot of hard work goes into the weekly email. 
Daniella Yitzchak and Rabbi Aronson collabo-
rate each week to prepare the notice. Each week, 
the Rabbi reflects on Jewish life and on his work 
at CAA and in the community. Daniella gath-
ers up the list of upcoming events, celebrations, 
achievements of our members and Yahrzeits. 
Together, they work hard to keep us informed. 

Take the time to carefully go through the week-
ly email, as a lot is going on at CAA.

We had a wonderful celebration of the 75th 
anniversary of the marriage of Lester and 
Norma Cohen. A truly remarkable feat and 
one worthy of recognition. Fewer than 0.1 per-
cent of married couples make it to the 70-year 
benchmark. On top of that, the Cohens have 
been members of CAA for forty years! What 

Rabbi Aronson
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better way to honor their contribution to the 
synagogue than to gather at CAA and put up 
a plaque dedicating the upstairs foyer in their 
names. By the way, the Cohens have been mar-
ried longer than the State of Israel has existed. 

As the president of CAA, I have asked myself 
the question - “How can our Jewish spiritual 
organization contribute to the larger com-
munity, where that community is primarily 
non-Jewish?" I think the answer lies in the idea 
expressed by the late Elie Wiesel, which was 
that being Jewish does not mean seeking to 
make the world more “Jewish,” but rather more 
human. When put into that context, one of our 
roles is to model Jewish values that promote 
humanity, like helping to fix our broken world 
and demonstrating that we do not “outsource” 
this work to a higher authority. 

Rather, we as CAA members take on this 
responsibility individually and as a spiritual 
community. We should be conscious of treat-
ing our neighbors as we wish to be treated. We 
can welcome the “stranger in our midst.” As 
a Jewish community in a predominantly non-
Jewish region, we can take pride in being the 
custodian of our particular faith, philosophy, 
and ethics. At the same time, we can show our 
respect, and support other spiritual communi-
ties that come together to steward their faith. 

The biblical stories that we will consider dur-
ing the upcoming High Holidays can serve as 
valuable lessons for us in this regard. While 
the themes of introspection and forgiveness are 
well-known aspects of the Jewish New Year, 
the phrase tikkun olam, “repairing the world”, is 
often evoked as well. 

During the High Holy Days, we can use intro-
spection, repentance, and prayer to focus us 
individually on how we might perform acts of 
tikkun olam. Volunteer work and philanthropy 
are ways in which we can 
facilitate this work. Please 
consider ways in which you 
might help to provide a safe-
guard to those who may be at 
a disadvantage. Let me end 
by wishing you all a healthy 
and prosperous New Year.

Randall Carmel, President
Randall Carmel

Religious School News
We are looking forward to welcoming back all 
our students from 2nd to 7th grade to Religious 
School! This year we'll be in-person, though 
we'll constantly be assessing the Covid situa-
tion and making any necessary adjustments as 
the year progresses. For safety's sake, children, 
teachers and parents will all be masked and will 
practice social distancing.

We kicked off the school year with our Back-
to-School Day on August 29th, where children, 
parents and teachers made their own tie-dyed 
masks, re-learned some of their favorite songs 
for the High Holiday Days, and discovered how 
shofarot are made! 

Once classes begin on September 12th, school 
will run from 9:30 to 11:30 every Sunday. The 
day will begin with Hebrew instruction for 45 
minutes, followed by community time with 
Lainee Ginsberg and Rabbi Dan. Next will come 
Judaics -- Torah, holidays, Jewish values and 
traditions -- from 10:30 to 11:30. We hope par-
ents will stick around and socialize while their 
children are busy learning!

Our amazing teachers as of this writing are 
Roye Ginsberg, who is also the chair of our 
Education Committee, Scott Rodolitz, Pam 
Weinrieb, Daniella Yitzchak, Lainee Ginsberg 
and Rabbi Dan. Thank you to all of them for 
providing our children with an engaging, infor-
mative and fun learning experience at CAA! 

If you know someone else who would make a 
great teacher for our Religious School, please let 
Roye or Rabbi Dan know! 

Are You Getting the Weekly Synagogue 
E-mail?
A mass mailing to CAA members and other 
interested parties provides info on upcom-
ing services and other events.  This e-mail 
is sent out every Tuesday or Wednesday.  
Additional emails are sent when there’s 
news that can’t wait.  

If you’re not receiving the weekly email, call 
the CAA office and ask to be added.  It’s the 
way to keep up to date in between Bulletins.
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Rabbi Daniel Aronson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020-2021
Officers:
President Randall Carmel 313-1951
Vice-President Roye Ginsberg 357-3192
Treasurer David Kochman 903-0357
Financial Secretary Scott Friedman 499-8378
Recording Secretary  

Vivian Prunier 802-387-5875
Corresponding Secretary 

Selena Katz 352-1644
Immediate Past President 

Paul Bieber 242-3521
Trustees:
Serving until 2022 Michael New 585-733-0033

Gary Shapiro 352-0440
Jane Taylor 358-9393

Serving until 2023 Gail Giesen 860-841-9044
Marni Silverstein 357-7443
Craig Sylvern 852-2050

Serving until 2024 Barbara Green 585-9059
Wendy Platt 363-8230
Sarah Vogel 863-7839

Youth TBD 
Representative

Bulletin Editor:   
Barbara Green  
blmgreen52@gmail.com

Co-Editor
Gail Giesen 
gfgiesen@aol.com

Printing and mailing of the Bulletin generously 
provided by C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
We are continuing to volunteer at TCK, but the 
procedure has been changed somewhat due to 
COVID-19.  Guests (those who come to get food) 
do NOT come into the dining space, and have 
not for several months.  The meal of the night 
is packed (by staff and volunteers/us) into indi-
vidual take-out servings, and given to the guests 
at the door.  They may get multiple servings, as 
many as needed for their household.  The only 
people inside the Kitchen/dining space, are staff 
and volunteers.  We (CAA) really don't see who 
is coming to be served take-out, unless we hap-
pen to look toward the door at that time.

Some CAA congregants may be hesitant to vol-
unteer because of perceived potential exposure 
to the virus.  That still could happen, among 
ourselves and the staff, but is far less likely with 
the current procedure. We also wear masks, 
hats, gloves, and TCK aprons.

We are scheduled to volunteer on the following 
Thursdays: September 30 and October 21st.

TCK will be serving meals (take-out, with a 
few guests choosing to eat on-site) from the 
Salvation Army building on Roxbury Plaza until 
further notice, probably toward the end of the 
year.  The Kitchen is having some major remod-
eling and updating done at the Kitchen building 
on Mechanic St.  Gary will update when infor-
mation is available.  Our duties remain essen-
tially the same, just at a different location.

If you would like to lend a hand, please contact 
Gary Shapiro at 603.352.0440, or at gm_shapiro@
yahoo.com. Thank you!

CAA volunteers at The Community Kitchen,  
August 19th, 2021.  Left to right Roye Ginsberg, 
Randy Carmel, Jerold Kaufman, Gary Shapiro
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street     
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450 

www.wapm.com 603-827-3840

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5782 – 2021 
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES  

ROSH HASHANAH 
        Erev Rosh HaShanah Monday, September 6   

Evening Service 7:00 PM
Day One: Tuesday, September 7 

Morning Service 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Torah Service 11:00 AM(approximately)
Tashlich 4:00 PM 
Location TBA

Day Two: Wednesday, September 8
Morning Service 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Torah Service 11:00 AM (approximately)

YOM KIPPUR 
Kol Nidre: Wednesday, September 15 

Evening Service 6:30 PM
Yom Kippur: Thursday, September 16 

Morning Service 9:00 AM
Torah Service 11:00 AM (approximately) 
Yizkor (Memorial Service) 1:15 PM
“Breath & Being Our Holy Selves” 4:00 PM
Meditation session with Harry Reisig
Mincha Service with Haftarah Jonah 5:00 PM

Ne’ilah begins 6:30 PM
Havdallah estimated 7:22 PM
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Simchas for September/October
Birthdays
Alyse Bettinger ............................................. 9/1 
Elizabeth Halper........................................... 9/3   
Ava Davidovits ............................................. 9/4   
Sharon Johnson ............................................. 9/7   
Deborah Kaufman ........................................ 9/13 
Jacob Aronson ............................................... 9/19 
Dawn Pieper ................................................. 9/19 
Andrea Levin ................................................ 9/23 
Andrea Domitrovich ................................... 9/24 
Jay Kahn ........................................................ 9/24 
Emily Fulton ................................................. 9/26 
Elyse Komitzsky ........................................... 9/27 
Rachel Lovins................................................ 10/2 
Evelyne Perks ................................................ 10/2 
Lucas Beteau ................................................. 10/4 
Michael New ................................................. 10/5 
Stav Moon ..................................................... 10/7 
Sarah Wendy Burman ................................. 10/9 
Ellen Ostreicher ............................................ 10/11
Greg Blair ...................................................... 10/13   

Noel Spear ..................................................... 10/17   
Sarah Vogel ................................................... 10/17   
Chelsea Weinrieb .......................................... 10/18   
Pam Weinrieb ................................................ 10/20   
Gail Giesen .................................................... 10/23   
Julia Brush ..................................................... 10/25   
Alex Levin ..................................................... 10/25   
Ryan Platt ...................................................... 10/28   
Jeffrey Martin Post ....................................... 10/29   
Judith Rubin .................................................. 10/30   
Anniversaries:
Marni Silverstein & Mike Davern ............. 9/10  
Joel Mark Cohen & Evelyne Perks ............ 9/26  
Philip Sadler & Gerri Bernstein ................. 10/5  
Gail & Thomas Giesen ................................ 10/7  
Malcolm & Selena Katz ............................... 10/8  
Gary & Jane Shapiro .................................... 10/10
Melanie & Christopher McDonald ............ 10/12

Cleaning and Restoration 
Services
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An Invitation
Shalom,
I’m Shoshana.

I live in Brattleboro 
Vermont. I am 
13 years old and 
I am going into 
Brattleboro Union 
High School this 
year. 

My favorite subject 
in school is English 
because I love to 
read and write. I like art, and I love to collect 
things such as candles and rocks. 

My favorite thing about being Jewish is the 
community. There are few Jewish people in 
Brattleboro, but when I do meet someone 
who’s Jewish, I feel connected to them on a 
certain level. I like feeling more connected to 
the world around me. 

I have been preparing for my Bat Mitzvah 
for quite some time, since I was supposed 
to do it last year, but had to postpone due 
to COVID. I have been enjoying learning 
prayers with Lainee and my Torah portion 
with Rabbi Dan. As October 8th and 9th 
draw closer, I find myself feeling a bit anx-
ious, but I am also getting more and more 
excited. I hope you will all join me to cel-
ebrate on this special day.

Sincerely, 
Shoshana

CAA Book Club News  
The next CAA Book Club selection is the new 
novel by Joshua Cohen, The Netanyahus: An 
Account of a Minor and Ultimately Even Negligible 
Episode in the History of a Very Famous Family. 

A fairly quick read, this 
book contains mate-
rial both weighty and 
amusing.   It is weighty 
because it concerns, 
among other things, the 
Jewish diaspora, the 
founding of the State 
of Israel, and the unre-
lenting mistreatment of 
Jews over the centuries, 
including, in particular, 
the expulsion of Jews 

from the Iberian Peninsula and the forced con-
version of many who stayed.  

It is amusing because the narrative vehicle con-
sists of the interaction between an American 
Jewish family and an Israeli family, the 
Netanyahus (“the yahus”), in a college town in 
the 1950’s.   It is written from a male perspec-
tive that, in a style reminiscent of Philip Roth, 
reflects America’s social norms of that era.  
The novel is – to this reader’s mind - histori-
cal because the main characters and, to some 
extent, its plot are loosely based on events that 
(may have!) occurred.  The nexus between the 
fictionalized events and actuality is discussed 
in the endnote.  

Several copies of the book can be borrowed 
from CAA, through Daniella.  The discus-
sion will take place on Zoom on Wednesday, 
October 20th at 7:00 pm. 

-Gail Giesen
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An Invitation
Shalom,
My name is Noah 
Davern and I am 
13 years old.

I am from Keene, 
New Hampshire 
and go to Keene 
Middle School. My 
favorite subject in 
school is math. I really like math because all 
the numbers really fascinate me. 

Some of my favorite activities to do are 
skiing, mountain biking, and playing soc-
cer. My Mom and Dad introduced me to 
these activities at a young age, and I fell in 
love with them. I also like to hang out with 
friends when I can. 

My favorite thing about being Jewish is all 
the new people and friends I have met while 
in the synagogue. I have been preparing for 
my Bar Mitzvah by meeting with my tutors, 
Roye and Lainee, and also with Rabbi Dan 
Aronson. Preparing has been hard work, but 
it will all be worth it, and I have had a great 
time working with all my tutors. 

For my Bar Mitzvah project, I am going to 
help out at The Community Kitchen. I think 
I will have a great time doing this and I will 
be helping out my community. 

My Bar Mitzvah will be on October 29th and 
30th. And I hope you will join and support 
me for this very special occasion.

-Noah Davern

Educational Opportunities with Rabbi Dan
Voices of Zionism 
Tuesday, October 12, 7:00 to 8:30 PM
Throughout history Zionism has meant many 
things to many people. As Rabbi Dan will dis-
cuss, the creation of today's State of Israel as 
the culmination of the Zionist dream was not 
necessarily inevitable. At a time when Israel's 
existence and Zionism itself is under attack, it is 
helpful to understand what Zionism has meant, 
how it is understood today, and what it could 
mean for the future. 

Decoding Israel's Declaration of Independence 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 7:00 to 8:30 PM

Israel's Declaration of Independence is more 
than a statement of self-determination. It articu-
lates a guiding vision both for the kind of soci-
ety Israel's founders hoped to achieve and the 
kind of relationship with her neighbors that has 
yet to fully unfold. Rabbi Dan will lead us in an 
exploration of this seminal document and guide 
us in reflecting upon its meaning for us and the 
State of Israel today.

Depending on the situation with Covid-19, 
these classes may be taught in-person, online or 
as a hybrid.

Ahavas Achim Office Hours
The Ahavas Achim office is temporarily 
closed due to Covid-19.
Please email Daniella if you need assistance 
at: secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com or 
call 603-933-3259. 
Find us on Facebook.com/CAAkeene  
Check out our website at  
www.keenesynagogue.org 
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Yahrzeits for September/October
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
9/1 Steven Cohen 24 Elul  8/27
9/1 David Green 24 Elul  8/27
9/1 Norma Ruth Lovins 24 Elul 8/27
9/6 Sylvia Belsky 29 Elul 9/3
9/8 Nathan Bieber 2 Tishrei 9/3
9/9 Gladys Hastings 3 Tishrei 9/3
9/9 Roselyn Reisig 3 Tishrei 9/3
9/10 Charlotte Kapiloff 4 Tishrei 9/3
9/15 Abraham Komitzsky 9 Tishrei 9/10
9/16 Siegfried Garbuny 10 Tishrei 9/10
9/16 Robert Leinau 10 Tishrei 9/10
9/17 Hannah Chaladoff 11 Tishrei 9/10
9/20   Samuel Wolf Tenofsky 14 Tishrei 9/17
9/21   George Parks 15 Tishrei 9/17
9/22   Nathan E. Cohen 16 Tishrei 9/17
9/24   Karl Kochman 18 Tishrei 9/17
9/25   Rose Malin 19 Tishrei 9/24
9/26   Harris Shapiro 20 Tishrei 9/24
9/27   Morris Bernstein 21 Tishrei 9/24
9/30   Rose B. Mariaschin 24 Tishrei 9/24
10/2   Ruth Records 26 Tishrei 10/1
10/2   Harry Schadick 26 Tishrei 10/1
10/3   Edith Moses 27 Tishrei   10/1
10/4   Jerome Bieber 28 Tishrei 10/1
10/6   Milton Rosell 30 Tishrei 10/1
10/6   Harry Schneider 30 Tishrei 10/1
10/8   Elise Garbuny 2 Heshvan 10/1
10/11 Philip Chaladoff 5 Heshvan 10/8
10/14 John Andryur 8 Heshvan 10/8
10/14 Frances Solomon Feingold 8 Heshvan 10/8
10/16 Fay Schuman 10 Heshvan 10/15
10/18 Harry Cooper 12 Heshvan 10/15
10/20 Carol Tendler 14 Heshvan 10/15
10/23 Kelila Schuman 17 Heshvan 10/22
10/24 Arthur Lipper 18 Heshvan 10/22
10/25 Bruce Bernstein 19 Heshvan 10/22
10/25 Sidelle Dreier 19 Heshvan 10/22 
10/25 Jack Moses 19 Heshvan 10/22
10/27 Robert Shapiro 21 Heshvan 10/22
10/29 Elie Soli Razzis 23 Heshvan 10/22
11/3 Jacob Dylan Butler 28 Heshvan 10/29
11/4 Bessie Borden (Higger) 29 Heshvan 10/29
11/4 Philip Shapiro 29 Heshvan 10/29
11/5 Abe Visser 1 Kislev 10/29
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

CAA Member Craig Sylvern 
Nominated for Shem Tov Award
The Shem Tov (good name) awards 
were created by the Jewish Federation 
of NH to recognize volunteers from 
organizations across the State who 
have provided outstanding service to 
the Jewish Community.

Craig Sylvern has been a main-
stay of the Congregation Ahavas 
Achim community for the past 
19 years, together with his wife 
Robin and their son, Isaac.  Craig 
and Isaac have played the saxo-
phone and violin at each Israel 
Fair, blown their shofars over the 
High Holidays and have built and 
run booths at our Purim Carnival 
– supporting our community with
culture, tradition and joy. During
the COVID pandemic, Craig went
above and beyond, ensuring our
community stay connected, lend-
ing his expertise with technol-
ogy support and making sure
we remain accessible and visu-
ally interesting online to all our
members. Craig has spent count-
less hours setting up, preparing
and running the cameras during
services and training other volun-
teers to help.

• Over the last 16 months, Craig
volunteered countless hours to 
make sure our community could 
stay connected through virtual 
services, coming into the build-
ing many months before we were 
open and always willing to lend a 
hand.

• He brought his experience and
knowledge to support our online
programming, always finding
ways to improve our accessibility
and making the services interac-
tive and visually interesting.

• Craig continues to train and
offer support to volunteers to
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Cycle of Life
Our Condolences to:
Eric Stumacher on the death 
of his wife Kathleen on July 
11, 2021. http://hosted.verticalre-
sponse.com/1048459/4fe1259e35/5
19570673/97c5aea0ca/
Jan and Rick Cohen and family on the death of 
Jan's mother, Bernice Ray Feld on July 14, 2021. 
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1048459/bf4b58b
711/519570673/6c5014cae1/
Family and friends of Rita Nirenberg, who 
passed away on August 7, 2021. http://hosted.
verticalresponse.com/1048459/23bc31e8ee/TEST/
TEST/%7BVR_HOSTED_LINK%7D

Donations
General Fund
Gerry Eichner - in memory of his mother, Myra 
Eichner
Sarah & Robert Vogel - with gratitude for pro-
viding their daughter Maggie the space to suc-
cessfully take her bar exam
Ann M. Kanamine  
Paul & Elaine Bieber - in memory of Elaine's 
father, Alton Hastings
Marty Reisig 
Barbara Green - in memory of Rita Nirenberg
Jay & Cheryl Kahn - in honor of Lester and 
Norma Cohen's 75th wedding anniversary and 
in memory of Bernice Feld, Jan Cohen's mother

Religious School Fund
Elyse Komitzsky - in memory of Elyse's moth-
er, M. Bernice Komitzsky, and sister, Chari 
Moye
Laura Broad - in honor of Roye Ginsberg 
becoming the new CAA Vice President 
Marty Reisig 
Lisa Kessler 
Pam Weinrieb - in memory of Abraham 
Weinrieb (father-in-law of Rose Weinrieb, 
grandfather of Shelley Amster, Pam Weinrieb 
and Eric Weinrieb; Edward Kapiloff (brother of 
Rose Weinrieb, uncle of Shelley Amster, Pam 
Weinrieb and Eric Weinrieb)

make sure we can always offer services online, 
long after we pass the COVID hurdle.

• Our community is indebted to Craig (and
Robin who spent many Friday nights alone
while Craig was at CAA). Because of his dedi-
cation and commitment, it almost feels like we
never went without seeing one another!

Craig just completed his 23rd year as Professor 
of Music at Keene State College where he teach-
es applied saxophone, music technology, and 
conducts the saxophone ensemble. He earned a 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Composition, 
a Master of Music degree in Performance 
(Multiple Winds) and Bachelor of Music degrees 
in Composition and Music Education. 

As a professional saxophonist, Craig Sylvern 
has performed with symphony orchestras 
throughout the United States and has toured 
for years, playing with professional big bands 
in Florida, Ohio, Massachusetts, and New 
Hampshire as well as on the international stage.

  In 2011, he was named Commissioned 
Composer of the Year by the New Hampshire 
Music Teachers Association. Perhaps most 
exciting is the music he has been composing 
inspired by the Chagall Windows at Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem. He recently showcased 
his composition titled, “Benjamin’s Window”, 
part of a collection of 12 songs, all inspired by 
the Chagall Windows, each song representing 
the 12 sons of Jacob and are musical reflections 
of what he saw in the windows.

There’s no question that without Craig’s help, 
our community would see much less of each 
other at a time when connecting with one other 
was needed the most!

Craig, Isaac and Robin Sylvern
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Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Dan Aronson & Beth Parks - in honor of 
Marty, Harry and Kavya Reisig on Harry and 
Kavya's marriage
Stephen & Patricia Weiner - in memory of 
Patricia's father, Samuel Bernstein.
Rachel Lovins - in memory of her mother, 
Norma Lovins
Laura Broad - in honor of Rabbi Dan's 1st 
anniversary at CAA 
Gerry Eichner - in gratitude of Rabbi Dan's help 
with his mother's yahrzeit dinner and  
service
Tina Ramsey 
Patricia & Stephen Weiner - in memory of 
family lost
Jane Taylor
The Weinrieb family - in memory of Jan Cohen's 
mother, Bernice Feld
Mickey New & Emily Sharpe - in gratitude of 
the meaningful conversion of their daughter 
Sydney
Tom & Vivian Prunier - in memory of Max 
Garbuny and Sigfried Garbuny

Torah Repair Fund
Jane Taylor - in honor of Lester & Norma Cohen

Yizkor Book
Jane & Gary Shapiro
Ellen Ostreicher & David Winn
Mitch & Rikki Greenwald
Barbara Green in memory of David Green
The Weinrieb Family in loving memory of Dru 
and Barry Fox's uncle, Stanley Pearlstein
David & Sandy Kochman 
Bob Gewanter
Roberta Visser in memory of Abe Visser
Gerrald Eichner & Cynthia Lyttle
Laura Broad, in memory of Kenneth L. Broad, 
Sylvia S. Belsky, Louis B. Belsky
Paul & Elaine Bieber
John & Liz Halper
David Butler in memory of his family

Marion & Paul Shapiro in memory of Harry 
& Pauline Krugman, Lillian & Phillip Shapiro, 
David Krugman, and Jack Feldman
The Weinrieb Family
Trish & Noel Spear
Dru and Barry Fox
Rabbi Dan Aronson & Beth Parks 
Aaron Lipsky in memory of Rubin Lipsky, 
Florence Aliber Lipsky and James Lipsky
Jan & Rick Cohen in memory of Jan's parents, 
Bernie Feld and Mark Lee  
David St. Lifer
David Butler in memory of his family
Dru & Barry Fox
Risa & Doug Keene in memory of Jean and 
Harry Schneider, Todd Schneider and Ed & 
Woodra Keene
Yvette Yeager 

Tree of Life
Jan & Rick Cohen - in honor of Lester and 
Norma Cohen's 75th wedding anniversary 

Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 
our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
• Births
• Graduations
• Anniversaries
• Special Birthdays
• Honors • Best Wishes

and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call 603-933-3259.  
$270 per leaf.
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: info@keenesynagogue.org
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

  David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
   Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 

Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.R.N.P. 

454 Old Street Rd., Suite 302 
Peterborough, NH  03458 

650 Court St., Suite 5 
Keene, NH  03431 

For appointments, call: 
(603) 924-9444

Visit our Facebook page and our web site: 
www.MonadnockOBGYN.com 

For all of your Obstetrical and Gynecological needs. 

David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela A. Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G.
Morgan Jenkins, M.D.
Melody Eckardt, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.P.R.N.

katzarchitect@gmail.com

Telephone:




