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From the Rabbi's Desk
Some call it “Spring.” Others call it “Mud 
Season-Black Fly Season.”  We’ve entered this 
lovely expanse of time that many had secret 
doubts they would ever see again.

The Jewish calendar tent pegs giving rise to 
this span of time are Passover and Shavuot, 
each with its own nature. The Torah teaches us 
that Passover is our birth as a Jewish People, 
as we are brought out from slavery in Egypt. 
The Rabbis later specify that Shavuot is when 
the Jewish People receive the Torah at Sinai. 
The Rabbis ask – how will these People become 
transformed from frightened slaves of Pharaoh, 
to dignified, discerning, responsible servants of 
G-d? How will they merit receiving the Torah, 
a gift which demands spiritual maturity to 
honor?

The transitional period between Passover and 
Shavuot, according to the Torah, was 49 days. 
The people are commanded to bring an omer – 
a measure of barley – to the Temple each day, 
until the time of the wheat harvest. 

Forty-nine is a beautiful number, as seven is 
understood as a number of completeness and 
fulfillment. The mystics understood the period 
between Passover and Shavuot to be a time of 
refinement and rebuilding of the souls of those 
former slaves. By Shavuot, the Jewish People 
would have become wise, whole, and ready to 
receive the gift of Torah.

During the days of the omer, ancient and mod-
ern kabbalists reflect on characteristics of G-d, 
called sefirot. The seven characteristics cre-
ate an overall theme for each week, loosely 
translated as: Lovingkindness, Discernment, 
Balance, Endurance, Humility, Bonding, and 
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May/June
May 5 Pot Luck/Teacher Appreciation 5:30 PM
 Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
May 10 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
May 12 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
May 13 Udi Goren “A Walk of the 7:00 PM 
 Land”
May 14 Picnic 12:30 PM
 Udi Goren “The Many Layers 2:00 PM
 of Jerusalem”
May 19 Kavana Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
May 20 CAA Program: Sabeeha &  7:30 PM
 Khalid Rehman 
May 21 NEC Lecture - Sabeeha &  3:00 PM
 Khalid Rehman 
May 26 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
 Honoring The Spear Family
May 27 Outdoor Shabbat – Pisgah 10:00 AM 
 Ridge
May 30 Tikun Leyl Shavuot begins  6:30 PM
June 2 Yizkor Service  6:30 PM
 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 6 CAA Book Club 6:00 PM
June 9 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 10  Shabbat Service at Condo 10:00 AM
June 14 Annual Membership Meeting/ 7:00 PM
 Board of Directors Meeting
June 16 Kavana Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 23 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 24 Outdoor Shabbat – Meet at 10:00 AM 
 CAA to carpool/Madame Sherri  
 CAA Movie – “Wet Hot 7:00 PM 
 American Summer”
June 29 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
June 30 Short Minyan 5:30 PM
 Tisch 6:00 PM
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Dignity. One of these vari-
ous attributes is also featured 
each day during the theme 
week. For example, the fourth 
day of the omer is a time for 
reflecting on the interac-
tion of Lovingkindness with 
Endurance. On that day, one 
might reflect on one’s long-
term commitment to one’s 
spouse.

Each day of the omer represents a special 
opportunity to become wiser and more refined. 
Although the omer period is a special time, 
actually each and every day of life gives us 
opportunities to become wiser and more 
refined, by listening to our fellow humans.

We each have only one lifespan and one set of 
life experiences. We are shaped by those expe-
riences and from them, we synthesize our indi-
vidual beliefs. Based on our own experiences, 
we say “The world is like this. People are like 
this. Life is like this.”

We are limited to a narrow view of life, if we 
rely only on our own beliefs and assumptions 
to draw conclusions about the world, people 
and life. But we can become wiser and more 
nuanced in our thinking by listening to other’s 
stories and perspectives.

As “Black Fly Season” gives way to “Deer Fly 
Season,” David Kochman will be completing 
his three year term as our President. I want to 
thank him for all the time, effort, and caring 
this position demands. I want to congratulate 
him on his many accomplishments. David 
initiated the repair of our three Torah scrolls; 
supported a much needed and time-consuming 
revision of our cemetery policy; and shep-
herded a process resulting in a new website for 
CAA. 

David’s commitment and accomplishments are 
praiseworthy, and are also apparent to every 
member of our community. So, in addition, I’d 
like to add a personal note of appreciation for 
something more subtle.

David and I have had some life experiences 
in common. For example, both of us are first-
generation American offspring of German 
Holocaust refugee parents. In other ways, our 

life experiences are quite different and have 
brought us to very different perspectives. Yet 
we have been able to learn from each other. 
David has generously shared stories of worlds 
I'm less familiar with, such as the worlds of 
coaching and business. These insights have 
been helpful to me, both professionally and 
personally.

I applaud David for hanging in there and lis-
tening to ideas that seemed counter-intuitive to 
him at the time. I admire David’s open-mind-
edness and his willingness to shift his thinking 
when he saw merit in another’s point of view. 
David’s primary motivation has always been to 
act for the good of Ahavas Achim.

In this time of the omer, I’ll conclude with a 
beloved quote from Pirkei Avot, which I hope 
that David and I have both embodied in our 
working relationship.

Ben Zoma omer: Eizehu chacham? Ha Lomed 
mi kol adam…

Ben Zoma says: Who is wise? The one who can 
learn from every person.

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
Well, this will be my final letter as your CAA 
president. It has really been an enjoyable three 
years. 

When Paul was president, I used to think that 
he spent a lot of time thanking people. But, I 
understand it better now. At CAA, we only 
have two paid employees, a full-time rabbi 
and a part-time office manager. They are both 
excellent. Our exceptional musical director, 
Lainee, receives a stipend and our Religious 
School teachers get paid a little. 

But, we often depend on volunteers and I 
would like to mention a few. When I became 
president, Mike Kapiloff told me that having 
a strong treasurer was key to being successful 
as a CAA president. That way, you aren’t con-
stantly dealing with financial issues. Mike was 
lucky enough to have had David Green as his 
treasurer and I am lucky to have Jeff Cohen. 
Jeff is really pleasant, collaborative, and is easy 
to work with. We always have gotten along 
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really well. But, Jeff also has a MBA in Finance, 
is very smart and fully understands CAA’s 
finances. 

Paul Bieber has been great. There were many 
things that I didn’t know about and Paul was 
always generous with his time and willing to 
help me in any way. Elaine helps the synagogue 
and its members in countless ways. The recent 
Community Seder is just an example.

Jerry Kaufman has been a great, long-term 
vice-president who handles everything very 
professionally and who also chairs the Religious 
Practices Committee as well as working on key 
CAA events such as the Kosher-Q and the Latke 
Blowout, and building the Sukkah, Jerry has 
also led two of our major successes repairing 
our three Torahs and updating our cemetery 
rules. 

For 18 years (!!!), Barbara Green has been 
responsible for The Bulletin. Every two months 
it gets done and every two months it gets done 
well. Barbara is a pleasure to work with. Sandy 
has been working with her for around eight 
years now. I am also grateful for the many years 
that Elliott Greenblott maintained our website.

What Selena and Malcolm Katz do for CAA 
really can’t be over-stated. Selena is on the 
Board, chairs the Communications and 
Membership Committees, serves on the 
Design Committee and is just constantly doing 
things for CAA. Malcolm chairs the Building 
Committee and the Cemetery Committee, 
supervises the highway clean-up, and works 
with Jerry Kaufman and Gary Shapiro on the 
Kosher-Q, Sukkah building, and the Latke 
Blowout. 

I have been lucky enough to work with a great 
Board of Directors, whose members work really 
well together.  In addition to people already 
mentioned, this includes Scott Rodolitz, Andrea 
Levin, Marni Silverstein, 
Martha Mills, Pam Weinrieb, 
Judy Rubin, Roberta Visser, 
Ronnie Brown, Vivian 
Prunier, Wendy Platt, David 
Butler, and Jess Spear.

Plus, of course, we are real-
ly fortunate to have Dale 
Rosenberg serving as our David Kochman

Education Director. 

There are many other volunteers and there are 
many members who are generous with their 
money as well as with their time.

On a personal note, Sandy and I are certainly 
staying right here. I will continue to serve on 
the CAA Board and on committees as needed 
and will help the new president in any way 
requested. Sandy will continue to help with The 
Bulletin. 

It has been an honor to serve as your president. 

David Kochman, President

Nominating Committee Report
The following slate of Officers and Trustees for 
2017-2018 has been presented to the Board of 
Directors and will be voted upon at the Annual 
Membership Meeting on Wednesday evening, 
June 14th.  Members may also make nomina-
tions from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

Many thanks to outgoing trustees, Marty Reisig 
and Martha Mills, for their years of service on 
the Board.

Officers for 2017-2018
President  ................................. Ronnie Brown
Vice-President ......................... Jerry Kaufman
Treasurer ................................. Jeff Cohen
Financial Secretary ................. Paul Bieber
Recording Secretary ............... Andrea Levin
Corresponding Secretary ...... Selena Katz
Immediate Past-President ..... David Kochman
Trustees 
Serving until 2018 .................. Judy Rubin
 Roberta Visser
 Scott Rodolitz
Serving until 2019 .................. Vivian Prunier
 Wendy Platt
 David Butler
Serving until 2020 .................. Jennifer Cohen
 Marni Silverstein 
 Pam Weinrieb
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016-2017
Officers:
President David Kochman 903-0357
Vice-President Jerry Kaufman 363-4481
Treasurer Jeff Cohen 398-5414
Financial Secretary Scott Rodolitz  903-1121
Recording Secretary  
 Andrea Levin 520-3645
Corresponding Secretary  
 Selena Katz 352-1644
Immediate Past President  
 Paul Bieber 242-3521
Trustees:
Serving until  2017 Marni Silverstein 357-7443
 Martha Mills 860-670-2913
                  Pam Weinrieb 209-7786
Serving until  2018 Judy Rubin 363-8432
 Roberta Visser 352-6184
 Ronnie Brown 240-304-7803
Serving until 2019 Vivian Prunier  802-387-5875
 Wendy Platt 363-8230
 David Butler 588-8073
Student Representative to the Board - Jess Spear 
363-8035

Bulletin Editor:   
Barbara Green (585-9059)  
blgreen@myfairpoint.net
Co-Editor
Sandy Kochman
sjkochman@yahoo.com

Printing and mailing of the Bulletin generously  
provided by C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue.  
Patronize our advertisers! 

Note the New CAA Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Contact: 603.352.6747 or secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com. Appointments with the 
Rabbi can be scheduled by emailing rabbi.
ahavas.achim@gmail.com

Save the Date!

Congregation Ahavas Achim Annual 
Membership Meeting
All are invited to attend the Annual Meeting, 
which will be held on Wednesday, June 14th 
at 7:00 pm in the Social Hall. 

Officers and Trustees for the coming 
year will be elected, and activities of the 
synagogue committees will be reviewed.  
Members are encouraged to attend.  More 
details to follow. 

Oneg to Be Held in Honor of the Spear Family 
Friday, May 26, 7:00 pm,Shir Shabbat Service
As the school year closes, respected CAA mem-
bers, the Spear family, are leaving Keene to pur-
sue the next phases of their adventurous lives. 
Trish and Abby will join Noel in New Jersey, 
where he has relocated for a career opportunity. 

In the fall, Jess will attend Brandeis University 
in Waltham, MA. All of the Spears have con-
tributed to our community in many ways. We 
honor them and their contributions this evening 
with a special oneg.
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Celebrate Our Teachers During the Appreciation 
Shabbat
Friday, May 5th , 5:30 pm Dinner  
7:00 pm Service
What gets our Religious School teachers out of 
bed on cold Sunday mornings? Why do they 
take the time to carefully craft lesson plans, 
pondering the best way to engage each of their 
diverse students?  Our Religious School teachers 
and assistants are motivated by a desire to share 
the beauty of Jewish values and approaches 
to life. They hand down the torch to light the 
way for future generations. We designate this 
Shabbat for showing our appreciation of their 
dedication.

We’ll provide pizza and salad. Feel free to bring 
a beverage or a side dish.

Religious School Wrap Up and Teacher 
Appreciation Shabbat
Soon we will be wrapping up our Religious 
School year and reflecting again on how quickly 
the time has passed.  May 21 is the last day of 
Religious School. It has been a great year of 
learning and growth.  

We continued with the second year of our inno-
vative, integrated Judaics curriculum - Giborim: 
Jewish Life through Jewish Heroes.  The chil-
dren learned Torah, mitzvot, values, history, 
Israel, ethics, and customs through the lens 
of the lives of major Jewish figures we call 
“heroes.” Heroes are grouped thematically with 
a particular theme lasting a semester.  This year 
we learned about “Famous Pairs” in the fall 
semester and “Scientists and Discoverers” in the 
Spring semester.  Heroes lessons were supple-
mented by special holiday classes several times 
a year.

Hebrew language instruction also continued 
in small groups, with a focus on prayer book 
Hebrew.  And, of course, each Religious School 
day includes Kehilah Time, our all-school assem-
bly led by the Rabbi and Lanee Ginsberg.

We were all so proud of the students when they 
led services at the two Religious School Shabbat 
services during the year.  We’re also proud of 
their participation in Religious School through-

out the year.

Todah Rabbah to Sharon Johnson, Diane Shamas, 
Scott Rodolitz, and guest lecturer Judy Rubin 
for teaching the Heroes curriculum; to Roye 
Ginsberg, Jeff, Cohen, Lainee Ginsberg, Michael 
Davidowitz and Sarah Vogel for teaching 
Hebrew, to Rabbi Loewenthal and Lainee for 
Kehillah time, and to Sarah Vogel for planning 
the holiday programming.   We will be having a 
Teacher Appreciation Shabbat to say thank you 
in person for all the hard work and accomplish-
ments of the year.  Show up on May 5 at 5:30 
and join us.  CAA will provide pizza and salad.  
Feel free to bring an additional dairy/parve 
dish, if you like.

Kol HaKavod to the teachers of CAA!

Education Committee is Looking For Volunteers
The newly forming CAA Education Committee 
will be meeting on June 20 at 6:30 pm to do 
some planning for Adult Education over 
Chinese takeout dinner.  This is a “low contact” 
committee.  We only plan to meet as a group 
two or three times a year.  

The idea is to use the meetings to brainstorm 
ideas for adult education programs in the 
upcoming “semester” and for committee mem-
bers to then take on particular programs as their 
individual planning efforts, with the support 
of CAA’s Education Director, Dale Rosenberg, 
who will guide you through the planning pro-
cess.

We want people who like to teach, people who 
like to learn, people who like to plan things, 
and people who like to eat Chinese food!  If any 
of those descriptions sound like you, contact 
Dale Rosenberg at eddirector.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com to say you’re in.  

The June meeting will be focused on planning 
programs for September through December 
2017.  Bring your ideas for Jewish learning, 
from text study to popular culture, from tradi-
tional topics to Jewish takes on anything you 
are interested in!  If you can’t make that meet-
ing, we will arrange another time to loop you 
in.
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

Udi Goren, Israeli Travel Photographer, Comes 
to Keene

Due to the generosity of 
the New Hampshire Jewish 
Federation, we will be hosting 
Udi Goren, acclaimed Israeli 
photographer, for a weekend in 
May.  Goren will give two pre-
sentations – one on the evening 
of Saturday, May 13, and one 

on Sunday afternoon, May 14. 

Goren is a graduate of the Brooks Institute of 
Photography in California, and his works have 
been displayed in exhibitions as well as pub-
lished by several media outlets, including the 
National Geographic Channel.

Saturday, May 13, 7:00 pm 
Goren will present “A Walk of the Land:  The 
Israel National Trail.” The Israel National Trail 
stretches over 700 miles, from Israel’s Lebanese 
border to Eliat, a town on the Egyptian border. 
Goren embarked on the journey following a per-
sonal crisis resulting from the 2014 war in Gaza. 
It took him two-and-a-half months to complete, 
but “with every single step, I was falling more 
in love with this trail,” Goren says. His talk will 
share his experience of both physical and men-
tal challenges that led him “from despair to a 
newly found hope.”  

Light refreshments will be served.  No charge 
for CAA members.  A donation of $5, to be 
collected after Shabbat, is requested from non-
members.

Sunday, May 14, 2:00 pm
Goren will give a talk entitled “The Many 
Layers of Jerusalem.”  

With photos and lecture, he will explore the 
holy city from many vantage points:  its diverse 
population, its geography, its history.   May 
14 is also Lag B’Omer and Mother’s Day!  Lag 
B’Omer is a traditional Jewish time for picnics.  
We’ll have a bagel brunch beginning at 12:30 
and if the weather is good we’ll eat outside.  
Join us for brunch or come after your Mother’s 
Day brunch or before Mother’s Day dinner to 
enjoy this visual feast that will make you home-
sick for Jerusalem even if you never lived there!  
All mothers who attend will receive a special 
treat.

Brunch is at 12:30 pm, and talk at 2:00 pm.  No 
charge for CAA members.  A donation of $5 is 
requested from non-members.

Saturday Night at the Movies: “Wet Hot 
American Summer”
June 24 at 7:00 pm

Is this 2001 cult classic a sum-
mer camp comedy, a parody 
of summer camp comedy, 
or both?  Who knows, but 
it’s funny and fun.  Starring 
Jeaneane Garofalo, Paul Rudd, 
and David Hyde Pierce, this 
short (97 minutes) movie 
makes fun of everyone and 

everything.  Rated R for sexual content,  lan-
guage, and drugs.  The movie never says that 
the camp it’s set in is a Jewish one, but there are 
plenty of clues.  

Join us for the screening and discussion as we 
find them all.  Refreshments before (and during 
and after) the screening, discussion after.
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Dick Bacon Home Improvement
Fine Finish Carpentry

Interior/Exterior Painting
House Renovations—Doors and Windows

Recommended by CAA Members for work done in 
their homes and in the Synagogue.  Fully insured.

978-870-6786

Special Educational Opportunity:  
May 19-21 Scholar in Residence Weekend

CAA is thrilled to welcome 
Sabeeha and Khalid Rehman for 
a weekend of learning and dis-
cussion.  Sabeeha is the author 
of Threading My Prayer Rug, a 
memoir of her life as a Pakistani 
American Muslim.  

Sabeeha and her husband, Dr. Khalid Rehman, 
raised their children on Staten Island, NY.  With 
no Muslim community there, they founded one 
along with some Muslim neighbors, eventu-
ally building a mosque.  They will speak to us 
and to the Brattleboro Area Jewish Community 
(BAJC) about their religion and their immigrant 
experience.   

The schedule is as follows:

May 19:  The Rehmans will join us for Shabbat 
services.  Get to know them at the Oneg.

May 20:  We’ll go to BAJC for morning services 
followed by a luncheon.  Sabeeha and Khalid 
will talk about their experiences and answer 
questions at the lunch.

In the evening, we’ll have excerpted readings 
from Sabeeha’s book, starting at 7:30 p.m.  She 
and Khalid will talk about their experience as 
immigrants and there will be Havdalah fol-
lowed by book signing opportunities after sun-
down.

May 21:  The Rehmans will join us for Religious 
School and answer questions from the students.

At 3:00 the Nathan E. Cohen Lecture will be a 
presentation by Khalid and Sabeeha on Islam.  
They will offer a kind of Islam 101, explain-
ing the basic tenets of their religion, including 
Sharia law and diversity within Islam.  There 
will be time for Q&A.  

This is a great opportunity for CAA and for the 
larger Monadnock community to learn more 
about our Muslim neighbors.

Participate in the Next CAA Book Club 
Discussion
Monday, June 6 at 7:00 pm

Read Rabbi Arthur Green’s 
“Judaism’s Ten Best Ideas” which 
is somewhere between a pamphlet 
and a book.  Published last year, 
the slim volume is subtitled “A 
Brief Guide for Seekers.”  Green 
explains what he considers to be 

Judaism’s 10 greatest concepts and why.  

The CAA Library has five copies of this book, 
which will take only an hour or so to read.  
Come borrow one next time you are at shul, or 
buy one for your home library.  See which of 
the Big Ten you agree with and which ones you 
think should be on the list that are not.  We’ll 
have a lively facilitated discussion in June.
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Celebrate Tikun Leyl Shavuot with  
Temple Israel
Tuesday, May 30, 6:30 pm
This late spring holiday of thankfulness for 
receiving Torah is traditionally celebrated with 
cheesecake and all night study.  At CAA we 
combine the two!  We start off with dinner and 
a cheesecake competition and then have study 
sessions throughout the night.  Previous years 
have seen topics ranging from Conversion 
to Jewish Camping to King David to Exodus 
Imagery in Reggae to False Messiahs – and 
everything in between.  Stay all night or just 
for a while.  It’s okay if you doze off for a little 
while, too.  When the sun rises, we say our 
morning prayers and offer thanks for the pre-
cious gift of the Torah.

This year, we are collaborating with Temple 
Israel of Athol, MA on our Tikun Leyl Shavuot.  
They will be providing both teachers and stu-
dents, and possibly cheesecake.  It’s a chance to 
broaden our repertoire and spend time with a 
(relatively) nearby Jewish community.  

The Jewish all-nighter for 5777 is on the evening 
and night of Tuesday, May 30.  We’ll start with 
a pot luck dairy/parve dinner at 6:30 pm fol-
lowed by a cheesecake contest, with prizes of 
incalculable value!   

Bring a cheesecake to enter, volunteer to be a 
judge, or just enjoy a plethora of sweet, cheesy 
desserts.

At around 8:00 we’ll light candles to usher in 
the holiday and follow that up with a panel 
discussion on conversion to Judaism.  Shavuot 
is a holiday with special meaning for converts 
because it is the holiday on which we read the 
book of Ruth, the story of the first convert.  We 
use this panel to give voice to the conversion 
journeys of members of our congregation and to 
honor them.

From 9:30 on we’ll have presentations and 
opportunities to study texts until 4:30 in the 
morning.  Snacks and coffee will be available 
throughout the night.  At 4:30 we’ll begin dav-
ening and watch the sunrise with gratitude for 
Torah and for the natural beauty surrounding 
us.  

This is a special night that’s fun, moving, and 
educational.  Don’t miss it!  If you have an idea 
for a learning session, contact Dale Rosenberg 
at eddirector.ahavas.achim@gmail.com.  Also 
email Dale if you have a guest bed that one 
of the Athol people can use to sleep for a few 
hours before heading back home after being up 
all night.

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at the Community 
Kitchen on Thursday, June 29. Please arrive by 
4:45 pm to wash hands, don apron, hat, gloves 
and assume positions in the serving line or in 
the kitchen, and let the meal begin! We usually 
are finished by 6:45 pm and out the door.  All 
congregants are invited to come and help out 
for all or even just part of the evening.  

It is helpful to drop me a note or a call to let 
me know if you're coming (and how many). 
Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or email:  
gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Join Us for the Condo Torah Service
Saturday, June 10th at 10:00 am
Join Rabbi Loewenthal and Dale Rosenberg for 
a Shabbat morning Torah service at their condo, 
followed by lunch, beer, wine, and singing. The 
condo location for this service was inspired by 
some of the Rabbi’s favorite davvening moments 
were in Jerusalem, where students would pack 
into each other’s small apartments, creating a 
wonderful prayer community. 

We’ll have an intimate Shabbat morning service 
including Torah reading and study. Afterwards 
we’ll enjoy a leisurely lunch together, on the 
deck if weather allows followed by singing table 
songs – zemirot – and enjoying each other’s com-
pany. 

Please RSVP by June 4th: secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com



9

Simchas for May/June
Birthdays
Daniella Yitzhak ………… ............ May 01 
Lisa Schadick ……………… ......... May 04 
Lauren Platt ……………… ............ May 05 
Paul Bettinger  ................................ May 08 
Abe Visser  ...................................... May 11 
Jane Shapiro  ................................... May 12 
Brooke Burman .............................. May 13 
Karen Foster  ................................... May 15 
Benjamin Aldrich  .......................... May 16 
Jeremy Fish  .................................... May 18 
Mitchell Greenwald  ...................... May 18 
Noah James Davern ....................... May 19 
Isaac Kaufman  ............................... May 21 
Rose Weinrieb  ................................ May 21 
Lauren Reilert  ................................ May 24 
Guy Burman  .................................. May 25 
Leo Schnipper ................................. May 26 
Tami Bettinger  ............................... May 29 
Olivia Schadick ............................... May 31 

Martin Gross  .................................. June 07 
Allen Hollander  ............................. June 09 
Rebecca Vogel ................................. June 10 
Sophia Reilert .................................. June 11 
Randall Carmel  .............................. June 12
Seth Blair ......................................... June 15 
Joshua Bettinger ............................. June 16 
David Stone  .................................... June 18 
Brooke Bull  ..................................... June 19 
Jacob Blair  ...................................... June 20 
Ryan Walsh  .................................... June 24 
Amaris Weller ................................. June 28 
Michael Davidovits ........................ June 30 

Anniversaries
Tom & Sue Weller  ......................... May 16
Rick & Jan Cohen  .......................... May 26
Jerry & Rose Weinrieb …….. ........ May 28
Paul & Elaine Bieber  ..................... June 16

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Highlights of CAA Board Meeting 
April 12, 2017
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Conference on 
Peoplehood.  Rabbi Loewenthal attended the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Conference in 
Portland, Oregon. The theme of the conference 
was “peoplehood.” There were conversations 
about interfaith couples and families, Jews with 
disabilities, Jews of color, and other aspects 
of Jewish identity. The rabbi has requested 
information from a presenter on Jews and 
transracial adoption. She also engaged in a 
long conversation with Rabbi Maurice Harris, 
Assistant Director of Affiliate Support at RRC/

Jewish Reconstructionist Communities, about 
rural congregations that are politically diverse. 
Rabbi Loewenthal has also applied to be on a 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association com-
mittee exploring how to navigate the preferenc-
es of Jewish communities and the placement of 
newly ordained rabbis in marriages with non-
Jewish partners. The committee would discuss 
how one demonstrates a depth of commitment 
to Judaism. 

Education at CAA. Students at the religious 
school continue their exploration of Jewish sci-
entists. Judy Rubin was the guest lecturer for a 
lesson on DNA pioneer Rosalind Franklin. CAA 
continues to offer adult education opportunities, 
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which include Zohar and Mussar 
study on Wednesdays, Torah study 
on Sundays, and Hebrew language 
instruction for adults on Thursdays 
and Sundays. 

New Website Update. The new 
website is still under construction. 
It will provide congregants and 
potential congregants with thor-
ough and up-to-date information 
in a user-friendly format. CAA 
employees will be able to update 
the new website themselves.  

NH Jewish Federation Speaker: 
Israeli Travel Photographer Udi 
Goren.  Udi Goren, an Israeli 
travel photographer sponsored by 
NH Jewish Federation, will be at 
CAA the weekend of May 13th. 
He will be giving a presentation 
on Saturday, May 13 on his photo-
graphs of Israel’s National Trail. On 
Sunday, he will be lecturing on the 
many layers of Jerusalem.  

Nathan E. Cohen Lecture: Khalid 
and Sabeeha Rehman.  Khalid 
and Sabeeha Rehman, who have 
given Islam 101 talks for the 
Chautauqua Institution, will be 
visiting CAA and the Brattleboro 
Jewish Community on the weekend 
of May 20. They will attend Friday 
night services at CAA and Saturday 
morning services in Brattleboro. On 
Saturday afternoon, Sabeeha will 
read excerpts from “Threading My Prayer Rug: 
One Woman's Journey from Pakistani Muslim 
to American Muslim” and talk about the immi-
grant experience.  The Rehmans will give the 
Nathan E. Cohen lecture on May 21, 2017 at 3:00 
pm.

Tikkun Leyl Shabbat -- Looking for Teachers 
and Offers of Hospitality. At the end of May, 
we will be celebrating Shavuot with potluck 
dinner, cheesecake contest, and all-night study 
session. CAA will have visitors from Athol, MA. 
We are looking for someone who wants to teach 
something during the study session and people 
to offer hospitality to our visitors from Athol so 

Yahrzeits for May/June
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
5/01    Sam Fox 5 Iyar      4/28
5/03    Burton Sylvern 7 Iyar      4/28
5/07    Betty Querns 11 Iyar      5/05
5/08    Rose Hanan 12 Iyar    5/05
5/13    Eli Hanan 17 Iyar      5/12
5/18    Alexander Zalman 22 Iyar      5/12
5/20    Mae Shapiro 24 Iyar      5/19
5/26    Joel Rosenberg 1 Sivan       5/26
5/29    Nathan Goodman Zeskind 4 Sivan      5/26
6/07    Marcia Gewanter 13 Sivan      6/02
6/08    Yetta Popover 14 Sivan      6/02
6/08    Sophie Rosell 14 Sivan       6/02
6/08    Lillian Shapiro 14 Sivan     6/02
6/14    Rifka Hollander 20 Sivan     6/09
6/15    Norman Fish 21 Sivan    6/09
6/17    Celia Weinrieb 23 Sivan      6/16
6/18    Meyer Tenofsky 24 Sivan      6/16
6/19    Sidney Butler 25 Sivan     6/16
6/22    Judy R Drobner 28 Sivan      6/16
6/22    Jamila Kidary 28 Sivan    6/16
6/23 Sheldon E. Goldberg 29 Sivan 6/23 
6/25 Marilyn Dinerstein Eisner 1 Tammuz   6/23
6/27    Dorothy Estrin 3 Tammuz      6/23
6/28    Gregory Lilienfeld 4 Tammuz     6/23
6/29    Shirley (Schnitzer) Kaplan 5 Tammuz    6/23
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

they can rest before heading home after their 
night of studying. 

Reconstructionist Commission on Israel 
Approved.  Ronnie Brown represented CAA 
in a phone meeting of representatives from the 
Reconstructionist movement. The plenum voted 
to create a joint commission comprised of repre-
sentatives from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
Association, and Reconstructionist Jewish 
communities to gather high-quality research 
necessary for informed discussions and to for-
mulate advice on issues related to Israel for the 
Reconstructionist movement. 
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Cycle of Life
Condolences to:
Martin Reisig and the Reisig 
family on the death of Nancy 
Hennigar Reisig, who passed 
away on March 16, 2017 from 
metastatic breast cancer.  She was 65.  A funeral 
was held in Oak Park, Michigan.  

Donations
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Yvette Yeager - in memory of her mother, 
Frieda Yeager
Elliott & Pam Greenblott - in memory of Col. 
Alice Weinstein
Robin & Craig Sylvern - in memory of William 
Gale 

Religious School Fund
Jerry & Rose Weinrieb - in appreciation of the 
Mishloach Manot Purim basket
Arthur Cohen - in appreciation of the Mishloach 
Manot Purim basket

Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 
our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf. lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Benefit Concert to be Presented at CAA 
Wednesday, May 3 at 7:30 pm 
The Keene State chapter of MTNA is dedicat-
ing their hard work and musicianship to give 
back to the community with a chamber music 
concert. We would love to see as many as we 
can come out to support the Winchester School 
at CAA on May 3, 2017 at 7:30 pm. 

There will be works by Francis Poulenc, 
Victor Ewald, Frederic Chopin, J.S. Bach, and 
Ludwig van Beethoven. Admission is free, but 
we encourage donations; we hope to see you 
there!"

With nearly 22,000 members in 50 states - and 
more than 500 local affiliates - Music Teachers 
National Association (MTNA) is the preeminent 
source for music teacher support, where members 
embody like-minded values and commitment to their 
students, colleagues and society as a whole, while 
reaping the rewards of collaboration, continuity and 
connection throughout the lifetime of their careers.
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

Monadnock OB GYN Associates, P.A.
Charles J. Seigel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Fletcher R. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.G.
Heather L. Arel., M.S.N., A.R.N.P.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

454 Old Street Road, STE. 302
Peterborough, New Hampshire 03458

Keene office hours available.

www.monadnockobgyn.com

APPOINTMENTS
603-924-9444

BILLING
603-924-3088


